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CONFIDENTIAL STOCKHOLM 2178 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: SHUM, CSCE, PEPR, PO, SW 

SUB J : SWEDISH-POLISH RELATIONS: PROBLEM OF POLISH-BORN SWEDISH 
JEWS 

REF: STOCKHOLM 1850 

1 . SWEDISH PRESS LAST WEEK PUBLISHED A SPATE OF ARTICLES 
DOCUMENTING FURTHER REJECTIONS OF POLISH-BORN SWEDISH JEWS 
AT POLISH BORDER. ACCORDING TO MFA SOURCE, GOS IS UNDER 
CONTINUALLY INCREASING PRESSURE FROM SWEDISH HUMAN RIGHTS 
GROUPS AND THE PRESS. IN RESPONSE, MFA HAS USED ITSTOUGH- 
EST LANGUAGE TO DATE, PUBLICLY DENOUNCING POLAND'S REFUSAL 
TO RESPECT PRIME MINISTERIAL AGREEMENT "A SERIOUS BURDEN" 

ON THE BILATERAL DIPLOMATIC RELATIONSHIP. POLES ARE TELLING 
SWEDISH AUTHORITIES THAT THERE WAS NEVER ANY SUCH AGREEMENT 
MADE DURING FALLDIN VISIT. SWEDISH MINUTES OF MEETINGS 
CLEARLY SHOW OTHERWISE. 

2. IN ONE WIDELY-REPORTED RECENT INCIDENT, A SWEDISH CITIZEN 
TURNED UP WITH GROUP OF JOURNALISTS AT POLISH CONSULATE IN 
MALMO TO INQUIRE AS TO REASONS FOR HER REFUSED ENTRY. POLISH 
OFFICIALS CALLED THE JOURNALISTS "BANDITS" AND SUMMONED THE 
POLICE TO THROW THE JOURNALISTS OFF THE PREMISES. 
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3. COMMENT: PROBLEM HAS ERUPTED INTO HIGHLY VISIBLE IRRITANT 
IN RELATIONS WHICH, GIVEN STIFFENING POLISH ATTITUDE, SHOWS 
NO SIGN OF A QUICK REMEDY. OUR MFA SOURCE AGAIN STRESSED TO 
POLOFF FRUSTRATION FELT BY SWEDISH OFFICIALS WHO HAVE CARRIED 
ISSUE TO HIGHEST POSSIBLE LEVEL WITH TANGIBLE RESULTS. 
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4. NEWLY ARRIVED POLISH AMBASSADOR CIESLAR CALLED ON AMBASSADOR 
MAY 31 AND SUBJECT OF VISAS OF COURSE CAME UP. AMBASSADOR 
CIESLAR WENT OUT OF HIS WAY TO SAY THAT THERE WAS NO OFFICIAL 
POLISH GOVERNMENTAL POLICY SPECIFICALLY RE SWEDISH JEWS: 

EACH CASE WAS UNIQUE, HE STRESSED. AND EACH CASE HAD TO BE 
HANDLED DIFFERENTLY. AMBASSADOR CIESLAR WAS CONCERNED ABOUT 
POLISH- AMERICAN PUBLIC OPINION IN COMBINATION WITH JEWISH- 
AMERICAN PUBLIC OPINION. HE EXHIBITED A SOPHISTICATED KNOW- 
LEDGE OF BOTH SWEDEN AND US SOCIETIES AND THEIR RESPECTIVE 
POLITICAL PRESSURE GROUPS. 

5. ACTION REQUESTED: EMBASSY REITERATES REQUEST FROM DEPARTMENT 
FOR ANY INFORMATION WE CAN SHARE WITH GOS RE NATURE OF US 
PROBLEM WITH POLES IN THIS REGARD. 

KENNEDY -MINOTT 
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